Scholarship Report

This report describes the activities, experiences, and outcomes of the research project
“Environmental Agenda as a Tool of Politicization”, which examined how environmental
discourse was deployed by Swedish political actors during the 2022 general election. The project
set out to investigate the political role of ecological discourse in Sweden by analyzing party
leaders’ statements and media output, and identifying sociodemographic determinants of

politicization effectiveness.

Research findings

The environmental agenda functioned in the political sphere both as a resource for voter
mobilization and as an instrument of political risk management: parties and political actors used
ecological issues to rally supporters where advantageous, while also attenuating or reframing those
issues where they posed electoral risks. Observed patterns indicate that this politicization was
strategic and context-dependent rather than uniformly escalatory or suppressive.

Different parts of the political spectrum emphasized distinct frames. Green and centre-left
parties foregrounded climate mitigation, renewable transitions and intergenerational equity;
centre-right formations stressed cost, innovation and energy security. Within those broader frames,
parties selectively elevated or downplayed particular subtopics (for example, transport emissions,
forestry management) according to perceived electoral vulnerability and the composition of their
constituencies.

The incumbent government often presented environmental policy in managerial terms,
downplaying confrontational language and highlighting incremental successes as a way to reduce
electoral volatility. By contrast, opposition actors amplified perceived policy failures and linked
them to broader critiques of competence, thereby intensifying political conflict. Across the
campaign, targeted social-media narratives and localized messaging were prevalent. Emotional
appeals and symbolic events were commonly deployed to engage audiences.

Socio-demographic factors shaped how these strategies resonated. Higher levels of education
and urban residence were associated with greater receptivity to pro-environmental appeals and
higher issue salience. Younger cohorts expressed stronger climate concern and responded more to
identity- and future-oriented frames, whereas older cohorts tended to be more sensitive to
economic framings. Finally, professional sector also moderated reactions to environmental

politicization, showing distinct patterns of concern and responsiveness.



Overall experiences

My stay in Stockholm combined intensive academic work with deliberate cultural immersion.
Most days were spent in the library, reading primary and secondary sources, cross-referencing
materials, coding qualitative data, drafting sections of the project, and handling follow-up
correspondence with interviewees and colleagues. I also visited the host institute for seminars and
consultations, which helped refine my methods and theoretical framing.

Outside the reading rooms I explored Stockholm’s rich museum scene and attended exhibitions
and occasional public events. These visits situated my empirical findings within Sweden’s cultural
and historical narratives and provided valuable visual and contextual material for the analysis. The
city’s museum program and public events also offered insight into how environmental themes are
presented to the public beyond political settings.

Living through the spring and summer months, | experienced seasonal observances that shaped
everyday life and social rhythms. Spring festivities and Easter lent the city a lively atmosphere,
while Midsummer with its floral wreaths and outdoor gatherings in late June vividly demonstrated
how nature and cultural identity are interconnected in Swedish life. The long daylight hours of
summer also altered patterns of public events and civic engagement.

One of the most valuable aspects of the period was meeting other fellows and researchers.
Informal discussions over coffee, shared seminars and collaborative reading groups created a
supportive intellectual environment, yielding productive exchanges about lots of things. These
interactions really enriched my research stay.

I am grateful to the Sverker Astrom Foundation for making this opportunity possible. This

experience has significantly contributed to my personal and professional development.




